LGBT rights in South Africa
Radio item here http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/02/2009_39_fri.shtml on the treatment of lesbian women in South Africa
South Africa has one of the most open and accepting legal systems when it comes to LGBT inclusion and rights in the world. This is partly because of the fight against apartheid and for rights for all people regardless of their race. This fight seems to have allowed rights for other people to be included and equality for everyone to be valued in law. 

South Africa's post-apartheid constitution was the first in the world to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation, and on 1 December 2006 South Africa made history by becoming the fifth country in the world, and the first in Africa to legalise same-sex marriage. It was also the only republic to provide non-heterosexual individuals with exactly the same rights, such as adoption and military service, as heterosexual individuals, until it was joined by Argentina on July 15, 2010. The only other countries to provide these are all constitutional monarchies, such as Canada and the Netherlands. One year later an equal age of consent was achieved; after lengthy debate and an overhaul of sexual offences legislation, age of consent for everyone was set at 16.

The Apartheid government was hostile to the human rights of LGBT South Africans. Homosexuality was a crime punishable by up to seven years in prison; this law was used to harass and outlaw South African gay community events and political activists.

Despite opposition, several South African gay rights organizations formed in the late 1970s, during the time when the ruling National Party strengthened the national sodomy law in 1976. However, until the late 1980s gay organizations were often divided along racial lines and the larger political question of apartheid. The Gay Association of South Africa was a predominantly white organization that initially avoided taking an official position on apartheid, while the Rand Gay Organization was founded as being multi-racial and in opposition to the racist political system of apartheid.
From the 1960s to the late 1980s, the South African Defense Force forced white gay and lesbian soldiers to undergo various medical "cures" for their sexual orientation, including sex change operations. 

Conservative social attitudes among both white and black populations are traditionally unfavourable to people who are LGBT; such attitudes have persisted to some degree in post-Apartheid society.






Same-sex wedding in Langebaan, 2007

In 1998, Parliament passed the Employment Equity Act. The law protects South Africans from labour discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, among other categories. In 2000, similar protections were extended to public accommodations and services, with the commencement of the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act. 
In December 2005, the Constitutional Court of South Africa ruled that it was unconstitutional to prevent people of the same gender from marrying when it was permitted to people of the opposite gender, and gave the South African Parliament one year to pass legislation which would allow same-sex unions. In November 2006, Parliament voted 230:41 for a bill allowing same-sex civil marriage, as well as civil unions for unmarried opposite-sex and same-sex couples. However, civil servants and clergy can refuse to solemnize same-sex unions. Not all ANC members supported the new law. Current South African President Jacob Zuma was among its most outspoken opponents.

Although the Constitutional and legal system in South Africa theoretically ensure equality, social acceptance is generally lacking, especially outside of urban areas.

In 1998, the then National Party leader denied accusations that he had paid a man for sex, by stating that he was a "Boerseun" (farmer's son), implying that homosexuality was not something to be found among Afrikaners. South African gay rights organisations called for an apology.
Gay women from smaller towns (especially the townships) are often victims of beating or rape. South Africa has no specific "hate crime" legislation; human rights organisations have criticised the South African police for failing to address the matter of bias motivated crimes. For example, the NGO ActionAid has condemned the continued impunity and accused governments of turning a blind eye to reported murders of lesbians in homophobic attacks in South Africa; as well as to so-called “corrective” rapes, including cases among pupils, in which cases the male rapists purport to raping the lesbian victim with the intent of thereby “curing” her of her sexual orientation.

Despite the occasional incidents of homophobia, gay people in major urban areas, such as Johannesburg, Pretoria, Durban and Cape Town, are fairly accepted, and all of these cities have a thriving gay nightlife.

Cultural, arts, sports and outdoor activities play a major part in everyday South African gay life. Annual Gay pride events are held in both Johannesburg and Cape Town. 
Locally produced television programmes also focus on gay life. The locally produced soap opera Egoli featured a long term gay relationship.
South Africa, due to its reputation as African's most gay-friendly destination, attracts thousands of LGBT tourists annually. 

Gay professionals are employed at major corporate companies throughout the country. Homosexuals are also targeted through various marketing campaigns, as the corporate world recognizes the value of the "Pink Rand".

Prominent religious leaders have voiced their support for the South African LGBT community. Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr. Allan Boesak  are vocal supporters of gay rights in South Africa.

Even the conservative Dutch reformed church ruled that gay members should not be discriminated against and could hold certain positions within the church. However, much criticism of the church still exists; a court has ruled against a church congregation, for firing a gay musician; the issue provoked much uproar from the gay community and within liberal circles

