Perspectives on LGB Rights - Group 4
Based on the following extract from a newspaper article argue the case that:

Research funded by special interest groups should be discounted as it is likely to be biased in favour of their agenda
Lesbians better at raising children, say researchers

A nearly 25-year study concluded that children raised in lesbian households were psychologically well-adjusted and had fewer behavioural problems than their peers.

The study followed 78 lesbian couples who conceived through sperm donations and assessed their children's well-being through a series of questionnaires and interviews.  The mothers were interviewed during pregnancy or the insemination process, and additionally when the children were 2, 5, 10 and 17 years old.  
The children were also interviewed four times as they matured and completed an online questionnaire at age 17, focusing on their psychological adjustment, peer and family relationships and academic progress.

To assess their well-being, researchers used the Child Behaviour Checklist, a commonly used standard to measure children's behavioural and social problems, such as anxiety, depression, aggressive behaviour and social competence.  This data was compared with data from children of non-lesbian families.  

Children from lesbian families rated higher in social, academic and total competence. They also showed lower rates in social, rule-breaking, aggressive problem behaviour.  The results surprised researchers.  "I would have anticipated the kids would be doing as well as the normative sample," said one. "I didn't expect better."

"This study shows that the 17-year-old adolescents who have been reared by lesbian families are psychologically happy and high functioning," said researchers.  However, some of the teenagers did report being stigmatized by peers because of their parents' sexuality. 

Wendy Wright, president of the Concerned Women for America, a group that supports biblical values, questioned the legitimacy of the findings from a study funded by gay advocacy groups.  Wright questioned the objectivity of the research, saying the authors can "cherry pick people who are involved and the info they release."  Studies have shown that children thrive having both a mother and a father, Wright said. 

"You have to be a little suspicious of any study that says children being raised by same-sex couples do better or have superior outcomes to children raised with a mother and father," she said. "It just defies common sense and reality."
