Worksheet 1: Perspectives on LGB Rights
The following message was posted by a teacher on an online discussion forum aimed at people working in education

· Increasing amount of pupils are using the word 'gay' in a completely incorrect context but in fact using the word to mean 'bad, crap, you’re rubbish etc etc etc' 

How would you react to this, do you accuse them of being homophobic, try to actually make them understand what they are saying is actually incorrect? Ideas please, I had this situation earlier and didn’t quite know what the best way to deal with it is

The following are all responses to the original post

· I always challenge it, and often they don't see it as homophobic - but if you were to substitute a word based on ethnic origin to mean ‘crap’, it would be dealt with seriously.  Political correctness is much derided these days but it has made a lot of us aware of how (often without realising it) we expose our prejudices in the language we use.  Sexist incidents don't seem to be dealt with either – it seems that a lot of places think that equality ends with race related issues.

· It is difficult enough for some pupils coming to terms with their sexuality without equating it with negativity.  The recent spate of gay teen suicides mentioned in the media reveal that there is still the need to teach children that people are free to make different life choices.

· At an appropriate age, I see no problem in pointing out that some people may be offended by the use of the term.  However, both sides of the coin must be presented, with no indoctrination that somehow promotes homosexuality. 

· There is a well-founded opposition to homosexuality, agreed by all of the great world religions, that cannot really be said for matters of race. Opposition to homosexuality is, for many, a matter of conscience.  A person should not be silenced or censured for holding genuine views, however controversial, especially when founded in ancient provenance.  Or is religious discrimination ok now?  
