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Lesson Plan

Lesson Title: Using Adjectives to Develop Characters (by studying the poem ‘The Ballad of David Peters
)

Key Stage: 3



      

National Curriculum Targets: 2.3 f.  Use imaginative vocabulary and varied linguistic and literary techniques to achieve particular effects.  
Cross-Curricular Elements: PSHE, Art
Further Learning Opportunities: Homework Sheet- Apply the learning from this lesson to celebrities


	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  
L.O. To be able to develop characters through precise use of a wide range of adjectives.
	
	By the end of the Lesson:

All students must be able to choose appropriate adjectives to describe a character. (L4)
Most students should show some imagination in vocabulary choices to enhance a character description. (L5)
Some students could use a wide range of adjectives to develop a character description. (L6)

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:


	
	Homework Sheet- Using adjectives to describe celebrities.

	Begin the Learning - Starter: 
	15

mins
	This exercise is to be done before reading the poem.
1. Students complete the worksheet, using a thesaurus to help them. The aim is to find three adjectives to describe each of the following: (10 mins)
a. A cobra.
b. An animal which fits the name ‘Ripper’.
c. An animal which fits the name ‘King’.
2. Each student feeds back their choices for one of the animals. (5 mins)

	Continue the Learning - Activities: 

	40 mins
	1. Distribute copies of the first half of the poem ‘The Ballad of David Peters’ (to the point in the poem when the bullies leave school).
2. Ask students to read the poem to themselves. (5mins)
3. Beginning with more confident students, ask some of the class to read the poem aloud. One or two stanzas per person. (5mins)
4. Ask students, individually, to 

a. choose a suitable animal for the narrator.

b. write three adjectives to describe that animal. This should be done on the fourth line of the table on the starter worksheet. (5mins)
5. Invite weaker students to feed back their responses. (5 mins)
6. Highlight (or underline) any of the bullies’ actions that are consistent with the animal which describes them. (5 mins)
7. Ask the students to replace one of the bullies with a different character who has a different name. The students then write some lines of poetry, which would fit their character’s animal and personality. (15 mins)
Note 1 For Exercise 7, it may be interesting to insist the new bully is female.

Note 2 for Exercise 7, make it clear that students don’t have to write lines which fit into the poem. This is very difficult,  and also an unnecessary distraction from the objective of using adjectives to describe and develop a character. 

	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:


	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support…
1. Teacher/ classroom support to assist with reading, if required.

2. Assist weaker students with using a thesaurus.
3. Assist EAL students with choosing appropriate vocabulary.
	Students likely to need extension work 
1. Invite more confident students to begin reading the poem aloud. Ask them to maximise expression in their reading. 
2. Ask able, but lazy, students to contribute to the reading of the poem.

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: 
	5
mins
	Invite/select students to feed back their responses to Exercise 7 above.
Invite self- and peer-assessment as to whether or not their writing has achieved the L.O. for this lesson.

	Management of Resources 


	
	Thesauruses

If needed, dictionaries for EAL students

Copies of first half of the poem’ The Ballad of David Peters’. The second half isn’t needed for this lesson

Highlighter pens
Homework sheets

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations


	
	Awareness of how predatory people will discriminate against those perceived to be weak. For example, LGBT students, or people who don’t  conform to gender stereotypes. 

	Health and Safety Considerations


	
	As per school policy for movement of people and furniture.


