[image: image1.jpg]BLesbian
Bcay

B Trans
B History
EMonth

SCHOOLS OUT.




                                                     Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: CREATING EMPATHY THROUGH RHETORICAL QUESTIONS (by studying the poem ‘Quiet Kid’)


National Curriculum Key Stage: KS4

National Curriculum Targets: 
2.1 h. Listen with sensitivity, judging when intervention is appropriate.

2.1 j. Work purposefully in groups, negotiating and building on the contributions of others to complete tasks or reache consensus.

2.2 c. Recognise subtlety, ambiguity and allusion withing sentences and across texts as a whole.
      

Cross-Curricular Elements: Drama, ICT, PSHE/Citizenship
Further Learning Opportunities: To use ICT to demonstrate understanding of how some children are marginalised
A NOTE ON TIMING: THIS IS A 70 MINUTE LESSON. If your school has 60 minute lessons, I suggest teaching/revising rhetorical questions in the lesson prior to this one. 
	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  
1. To know the difference between sympathy and empathy.

2. To understand how writers use rhetorical questions to make their readers empathise with characters
	mins
	By the end of the Lesson:

All students must 
1. know the difference between sympathy and empathy.(L4)
2. understand the meaning of the term ‘rhetorical question’.(L5)
Most students should be able to interpret rhetorical questions appropriately.(L6)
Some students could engage in more sophisticated discussion of how rhetorical questions may have hidden meanings.(L7)

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:


	5
mins
	Design a website www.quietkid.com
The website should reflect empathy with the issues faced by children who feel marginalised for any reason, some examples being sexuality, disability or status as carers.
Students should be told their website should be light in tone, without trivialising serious issues. Beyond this, they should be free  to explore and present their learning as they see fit. 

Differentiation: High-ability students can be instructed or encouraged to feature rhetorical questions on their website.

	Begin the Learning - Starter: 
	10
mins
	This poem raises some very sensitive issues. Begin this lesson by telling students that although they’re welcome to share their work with the class, at no point will anyone be made to disclose their feelings or what they’ve written. 
Read the poem ‘Quiet Kid’. After the students have read it, they should make two lists: 
One list is the feelings and emotions the boy is showing in the poem. 
The other list is the students’ own feelings and emotions as they read it. 
If necessary, read the poem more than once. 
After the students have made their two lists, ask them to think about whether their own feelings are the same as the boy’s. 

	Continue the Learning - Activities: 

	50
mins
	1. Show slide 1. Ask students if they know the difference between sympathy and empathy. Show slides 2 and 3 to reveal the answer. Ask students to write down the difference if they didn’t already know it. 3 mins
2. Explain to students that if their two lists for the starter exercise were different, they’ve sympathised with the boy. If their lists were the same, they’ve empathised with him. 2 mins
3.Invite students to share their responses. Remind them nobody is obliged to share. 5 mins
4. Show slide 4. Teach/revise rhetorical questions. Explain that in ‘Quiet Kid’, the poet uses rhetorical questions to encourage empathy with the boy. Ask students 

to explain how  the rhetorical questions do this. Write their responses on the board 10 mins
5. Ask all students to copy the responses from the board. This way, everyone has  a record of how rhetorical questions create an effect. 5 mins
Differentiation/Extension question: Ask more- able students for possible reasons why the poet has used rhetorical questions but omitted punctuation.

6. Ask students to complete the worksheet on possible meanings of the boy’s rhetorical questions. It’s imperative students do this individually, as personal response to the poem is both an essential component of GCSE poetry responses and integral to students meeting the LOs of this lesson. 10 mins
7. Divide the class into small groups. 

Advice to teachers: 

A. If you’re planning to go on to the drama-based lesson on this poem, it will be easier for you if you divide the class into 7 groups at this point. 

B. If possible, divide the students into mixed groups of girls and boys. This is likely to result in better-developed discussions. If you go on to the drama-based lesson, this is also likely to result in more powerful drama. 

8. In their groups, students share and discuss their responses to the worksheet on the boy’s rhetorical questions. 5 mins
9. Show slide 5. In the same groups, ask the students to use the questions on the slide as a starting point for a discussion on the extent to which boys and girls express their feelings differently. 10 mins

	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:

Where appropriate, identify students and the methods of support and extension to be used. Include support staff meeting notes.
	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support

1. Phrase verbal questions in a manner which prompts answers.

2. Teacher or classroom support to facilitate small group discussion.
	Students likely to need extension work

1. During discussion of rhetorical questions, ask

students for possible reasons why the poet  has 

omitted punctuation form the poem.

2. For the homework task, stipulate their websites include rhetorical questions used effectively.

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: 
	5
mins
	1. Review LOs.

2. Ask students if their feelings for the boy have changed from the start of the lesson. 
3. From those who respond ‘yes’ to the previous question, ask how thinking about the poet’s use of rhetorical questions has affected them.

	Management of Resources 


	
	PowerPoint and IWB desirable. If unavailable, PowerPoint can be printed and copied in advance.
Copies of the poem ‘Quiet Kid’.

Worksheet on rhetorical questions in the poem ‘Quiet Kid’.

Thesauruses to help students pinpoint emotions and feelings.

Teaching assistants and other classroom support to facilitate discussion amongst weaker students.

Homework sheet- design a website www.quietkid.com.

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations


	
	Enhance awareness that different people express feelings in different ways. Consider how these differences may be expressed by different genders and by pupils of minority sexualities.

	Health and Safety Considerations


	
	As per school policy for movement of people and furniture. 
In this lesson, emotional safety is also to be considered. Provision should be made for students who need support in,  or withdrawal from, the lesson.


