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                                                             Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Creating effects in poetry through the use of IRONY (by studying the poem  ‘Ain’t It funny’)

Key Stage: 3
National Curriculum Targets:
2.1 e. Listen and respond constructively to others, taking different views into account and modifying their own views in the light of what others say.
2.2 b. Infer and deduce meanings, recognising the writer’s intentions.

2.2 l. Understand and comment on how writers’ uses of language and rhetorical, grammatical and literary features influence the reader.
2.2 m. Understand and comment on how writers present ideas and issues to have an impact on the reader.

2.3 c. Generate and harness new ideas and develop them in their writing.

Cross-Curricular Elements: PSHE, Citizenship
Further Learning Opportunities: Research the life experiences of children from different backgrounds and/or children who are disadvantaged in various ways.
	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:
LO: To understand how writers use irony to create an effect on their readers.

To be able to write using irony appropriately, in order to convey ideas .
	mins
	By the end of the Lesson:

All students must; deduce the main themes of the poem studied; produce writing which reflects some empathy with a fictional character (L4).
Most students should; Understand how the writer has used literary devices to create an effect on the reader; use similar literary devices appropriately, to create effects in their own writing (L5).
Some students could; Demonstrate through their own writing how literary devices in the text studied have modified their views (L6).

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:

Students use a literary device (irony) in writing about themselves.
	5
mins
	Homework:
Students make a list of ways in which they are different. The responses don’t have to be serious or sad.  Ask them to try to be ironic in their expression of their differences. Make it clear to students they won’t have to read these to the class. Give them paper to write this on, in case other people read the students’ exercise books.


	Begin the Learning - Starter: 
Introduction to individual differences, in a context, which also develops vocabulary.
	10
mins
	Show slide 1, with the first two examples revealed.
Ask students, working in pairs, to complete the worksheet, which requires them to think about individual differences and develop their vocabulary in the process.
Although they work in pairs, both students complete the worksheet, which should be stuck in their books. 
Feedback answers. Reveal the rest of the slide to see if the students have some ideas not on the slide (there will be!).

	Continue the Learning- Activities:  
Irony in poetry. Understanding its uses and effects on readers. In this case, to create understanding of individual differences. 

Students to be able to use irony effectively in their own writing.
	35
mins
	1. Show slide 2- learning objectives. Explain to the students that by completing the starter, they have already begun to achieve the objectives.  If it is school policy, ask them to write down the objectives themselves. 
2. Ask students to read the poem, ‘Ain’t It Funny’ to themselves.
3. Ask them to feed back what they think are the messages of the poem. 

4. As a class, read the poem aloud. Everyone reads one stanza. Keep reading until everyone has taken a turn at reading. 
5. Discuss how reading the poem aloud has made its messages clearer. 

6. Ask students the meaning of irony. Tell them it doesn’t matter if they don’t know, or if they get the answer wrong. 

7. Show slide 3, definition of irony. 

8. Show slide 4, asking why stanza 6 is ironic. After giving the students time to work it out for themselves, reveal the answer. 

9. Ask if the whole poem is ironic. For the purpose of differentiation, ask less able students first, then more able students, who should be able to provide more detailed reasoning

10. Show slide 6, the main writing task. Students are to choose one of the bullied children from the poem, imagine they are that child and write a poem called ‘It Ain’t Funny’, which is a reply to the bully. 
11. The students ‘It Ain’t Funny’ poems should be two stanzas, one to show their feelings about their difference and one to show how they’re otherwise the same as everyone else. Slides 7, 8 and 9 demonstrate this.  Students should attempt to include irony in their own poems. 

	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:


	mins
	Students / Target groups likely to need support:

Before the lesson

Arrange adequate support (human and location) for identified students on the SEN register or who potentially could be affected by issues raised.
	Extension work:
During the starter exercise, ask more-able students to give their answers last, after the obvious responses have been given.

For a high-ability group, number the stanzas. For the main writing task, the students draw a number, bingo style. This number gives them the child from whose perspective they have to write. In other words, they don’t get to choose.

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary:
	5
mins
	Review the activities with close reference to the learning objectives.
Ask each student to identify one thing about different people that they hadn’t thought of previously. Students to use words from the development columns of the starter exercise

	Management of Resources:
	
	PowerPoint and IWB desirable
PP can be delivered as a hand-out if downloaded and printed

Poem to be printed and copied in advance

If the relevant extension task is to be used, number cards for the stanzas will need to be prepared in advance

Dictionaries and thesauruses

Glue

Lined paper to be provided for homework

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations:

	
	The focus of the lesson is to heighten awareness of individual differences. Some of these differences are reflections of differing religious and ethnic backgrounds; others concern gender stereotyping, disability and adverse family circumstances.
It is advisable to instil in students that although everyone is equal in the eyes of the law, societal attitudes can be prejudicial against certain groups of people.

	Health and Safety Considerations:
.
	
	As per school policy. If any activity is amended for kinaesthetic learning, or if any such activity is added, ensure opportunity for safe movement of students and furniture.


