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Lesson Plan: Citizenship
Lesson Title:
Perspectives on LGB Rights

Key Stage:
5

Date:
      

National Curriculum Key Stage and Targets:
Key Stage 5 Citizenship
The session should enable students to

· Develop a critical interest in topical citizenship issues and debates and encourage independent thinking skills

· Understand how inequalities and fairness affect individuals and communities

· Research, evaluate and communicate their understanding of a range of sources of information, views and perspectives about the issues studied, with which they may or may not agree, and to draw their own conclusions

· Consider the role of the media in informing and influencing opinion and the impact of media in society

· Use and apply citizenship knowledge, understanding and their own participative experiences in order to communicate and articulate different views, ideas and perspectives

· Carry out research and in-depth investigations of citizenship issues, problems and events, using different forms of information including first-hand evidence

Cross-Curricular Elements: English, Media, Politics, and Geography
Further Learning Opportunities: Law, Human Rights and Equal opportunities

	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Creating a Safe Environment: Establishing the rules
	10 minutes
	Establish classroom rules for discussion activities as democratically as reasonably possible (pupils always respect rules and regulations if they have a part in deciding them). These are negotiable but respectful language; giving people space and time to speak; respecting each other’s confidentiality and the confidentiality of third parties such as friends and relatives must be among them. The rules should be  observable to the whole class throughout the lesson.

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  Tell students what they will learn, how it relates to their experience, the standard at which they are working and write key vocabulary on the board.
	5mins
	Explain to the students that they will be discussing a range of opinions in relation to homosexuality and the rights of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual (LGB) people; in particular they will be thinking about homophobic bullying in schools and about ongoing debates concerning same-sex parenting and adoption.  

Remind them that they will have previously considered things like the influence of the media on public opinion and that today you are going to ask them to make a case both for and against some of the issues they will be talking about. Tell, them that, in some cases, they may be arguing for something with which they do not agree but that, considering both sides of an argument can often help people to think more clearly about complicated issues.  

Remind them that, when they are discussing the issues, they need to consider the feelings of those who might not agree with them and, as far as possible, try to present their arguments in a way that will not cause offence to people who might not agree with them.

By the end of the lesson:
· All students must be able to identify the difference between opinions and facts
· Most students should be able to talk about how information can be used selectively to make a particular case 

· Some students could talk about how and why their opinion has changed in relation to one or more of the issues discussed 

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:

Write the homework on the board and ensure students have written it in their planners.
	90
mins
	(Optional) Worksheet 2: Homework
Ask the students to conduct an online search for information regarding one or more of the following: 

· Civil partnerships

· Same sex parents/adoption by gay couples

· Work to challenge homophobia or advance equality around sexual orientation in primary schools
· Gay/straight alliances in US (and other) schools

As well as looking for material from a range of news sources they should look for information from organisations that support LGB rights as well as those opposed to one or more of these issues.  

Ask the students to write an essay which summarises the arguments both for and against one of the issues and cites at least 6 sources of information.  Their article should conclude with a discussion of their own beliefs about the issue and how they have reached these conclusions.   


	Begin the Learning - Starter: Present new information using Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic methods.
	5
mins
	Explain to the students that they are going to be considering a range of responses to addressing homophobic bullying in schools.  You may wish to use the information on the accompanying PowerPoint to introduce the issue.
Ask the students why the use of the word ‘gay’ to describe anything we dislike or think is stupid could cause offence.  For example, because it implies that being gay is itself a bad thing.
Supporting links/videos might include Stand Up LGBT Ireland http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzFfTiOSz4U or Danny’s Parade; from the Rainbow Resource back available free from Schools OUT

http://www.schools-out.org.uk/?featured=rights-against-intolerance-building-an-open-minded-world-rainbow-project
Supporting model: Allports Scale: http://www.schools-out.org.uk/furthertools/allports.htm

	Continue the Learning - Activities: This is the main part of the lesson. Provide a variety of challenging, differentiated VAK tasks / activities, meeting the needs of all students and all abilities.

Activity / Apply / Review

New activity / Apply / Review
	65
mins
	Hand out Worksheet 1: ‘Online Extracts’.  Explain that the extracts are from an online discussion forum aimed at people working in education.  The first extract is a question posed on the site by a teacher and the others are all comments on this original question.  
Ask them to work in groups to consider their response to the various comments.  You may wish to ask each group to think about the whole range of comments, or assign particular ones to each group of students.  Each group should prepare three points to feed back to the whole group.  
Things you might want to encourage them to consider include:

· Are other forms of discrimination (and bullying) more serious than homophobia?  Why? 

· Is being gay a ‘life choice’?

· What is an ‘appropriate’ age to talk to children about homosexuality?

· Why has the word gay ‘evolved’ to have several meanings?

· Is it possible to ‘oppose’ homosexuality without discriminating against Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual (LGB) people?
· In what circumstances (if any) would it be right to ask people not to express negative opinions about people of, for example, different ethnicities, faiths, genders or sexual orientations?
Divide the class into four groups.  Give groups 1 and 2 the newspaper article headed  “Christian couple who cannot accept homosexuality challenge fostering ban” and give the other two groups the one headed “Lesbians better at raising children, say researchers“.  Tell them that each group is to use the information in the articles to prepare a case in relation to the issues they discuss.  The groups should be instructed to prepare an argument to support the following statements:
Group 1: The ban on parents who ‘cannot accept homosexuality’ discriminates against Christians and means that fewer children will be placed with adoptive families

Group 2: Adoption policies should protect the rights of the child – whatever their eventual sexual orientation – over the beliefs of prospective parents
Group 3: Research on outcomes for the children of lesbian parents proves that adoption agencies should favour same sex couples

Group 4: Research funded by special interest groups should be discounted as it is likely to be biased in favour of their agenda
Representatives from groups 1 and 2 should present their cases.  Groups 3 and 4 can then ask two questions each of either representative.  Ask group 3 and 4 to vote on which case they found most convincing.  Repeat the process with representatives from group 3 and 4 presenting their cases to groups 1 and 2 


	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:

Where appropriate, identify students and the methods of support and extension to be used. Include support staff meeting notes.
	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support…
Students who may be experiencing homophobic bullying – or have done so in the past – may find this lesson particularly challenging.  Sharing their experiences may also be a positive experience, both for themselves and the rest of the group.

Young people with negative attitudes towards LGB people may also feel vulnerable and care should be taken to ensure that all opinions are valued – although discriminatory, offensive or factually incorrect statements should be directly and supportively challenged.

It may be valuable to establish (or revisit) ground rules with regard to being respectful of a range of opinions, distinguishing between opinion and fact, not making discussion too personal etc.  
	Students likely to need extension work 
You may wish to introduce students to Allport’s escalation model of prejudice and discrimination.  In it he describes how relatively minor forms of prejudice - such as sharing prejudicial or antagonistic ideas about particular groups - can grow into more destructive forms of discrimination.  How does his model help us to consider what individuals and societies can do to try and prevent prejudice from leading inevitably to discrimination?
Look at the Cycle of Social Exclusion (Worksheet 4).  
Can this model be applied to LGB people in contemporary society?  Can students think of examples of where LGB people may have to collude with discrimination in order to assimilate into the mainstream?  For example, is there safety and a route to acceptance for LGB people (and other minority groups) in conforming to a stereotype?  A consideration of the personas adopted by many LGB entertainers may be an interesting discussion point to pursue here!
Ask students to consider how a range of legislation, including the 2007 and 2010 Equality Acts might help to protect different groups from experiencing social exclusion.  Is legislation alone enough to prevent social exclusion?  What else can be done?

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: Students demonstrate in some way what they have learned. Recognition of progress. Refer back to Learning Objectives.
	15
mins
	Remind the students that the issues they have been discussing sometimes incite strong emotions on both sides of the debate.  Point out that the material they have read often contains opinions and beliefs expressed as though they were facts (begging the question).  Ask them to look back through the worksheets and give you examples of factual information they contain.  They may be surprised by how little there is.  
Ask them if they selected or ignored particular facts or opinions mentioned in either of the newspaper articles to support their cases – can they give you specific examples?

You may wish to remind them of equalities or human rights legislation that has been discussed in previous sessions and point out that balancing the rights of different groups to express their identities and beliefs is one of the hardest challenges for any democracy.   

Ask the students if they have been surprised by anything they read or heard during the lesson – have any of them changed their opinions about any of the issues discussed?  Did any of them find themselves arguing ‘for’ something they didn’t believe in?  How did that feel?  For example, did it help them to clarify what they DID believe?  



	Management of Resources 

Identify which resources are to be used and how.  Include the use of new technology and the use of other supporting adults.
	
	Flip chart, interactive whiteboard or other means of recording responses

Worksheets

PowerPoint (some elements are optional – you may also wish to include other information – for example specific information about homophobic bullying perhaps collected from surveys conducted locally or within the school).

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations

Identify any relevant aspects of the lesson which develop pupil understanding, skills and knowledge in these areas.
	
	The lesson offers opportunities for students to reflect on how (sometimes unconscious) use of language – both privately and in the media – can support prejudice and discrimination and to consider the impact of that on both members of the groups directly affected and the general population.
The online research activity may enhance knowledge about recent legislation with regard to LGB equalities as well as indicating how attitude change does not necessarily follow – and that negative attitudes can, sometimes, be hardened when certain groups are awarded rights previously considered the preserve of only part of the population.

The newspaper article exercise in particular offers opportunities to reflect on how particular groups within society may hold views based on religion or belief.  While these should be valued, one of the greatest challenges for societies that value equal rights is to consider how the sometimes opposing wishes of different groups can be reconciled.  Often there is no perfect solution.  It may be helpful to ask to what extent pressure groups help – or hinder – the management of such situations. 

	Health and Safety Considerations

Identify the major Health and Safety considerations and what needs to be done to ensure maximum safety.
	
	There may be a need to move furniture to facilitate group work and access to the flipchart and the PowerPoint. Care should be taken to manage any transitions and to keep the classroom free of items that could cause a trip or a fall.


