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                                                          Lesson Plan
Title:  Exploring differing perspectives on an issue (by studying the poem ‘The Ballad of David Peters’)
NOTE: This ‘lesson’ was devised as a GCSE Speaking and Listening Assessment. However, it has also been used with older KS3 students. In both cases, the students have enjoyed the work, and have benefited greatly in terms of both developing their Speaking and Listening skills, and developing their understanding of the issues raised by the poem. 
This isn’t really a single lesson. The idea is that students study the English lessons on the poem ‘The Ballad of David Peters’, then develop their understanding of the issues involved, by producing an Oprah Winfrey/Jeremy Kyle-type show, where the characters from the poem, EXCEPT David Peters, discuss bullying and its consequences. 
As this work can be done by different age groups for different purposes, this lesson plan leaves most TIMING to the discretion of teachers. If a class is to use this idea for a GCSE Speaking and Listening task, they will need several lessons to prepare and polish their work. If a class is to use this idea to explore the issues raised in the poem, and/or develop their Speaking and Listening skills without formal assessment, less time will be needed. When trialling this idea, I have found that students really get into this, and even a fairly superficial exploration of the chat show idea is likely to take a minimum of two lessons.

Cross-Curricular Elements: PSHE, Citizenship, Drama, English
Further Learning Opportunities: To consider how to apologise appropriately for hurtful behaviour. 

	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Creating a Safe Environment: Establishing the rules
	10 minutes
	Establish classroom rules for discussion activities as democratically as reasonably possible (pupils always respect rules and regulations if they have a part in deciding them). These are negotiable but respectful language; giving people space and time to speak; respecting each other’s confidentiality and the confidentiality of third parties such as friends and relatives must be among them. The rules should be  observable to the whole class throughout the lesson.

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  
	
	By the end of the lesson:
All students must be able to present a viewpoint from the perspective of a fictitious character. (L5)
Most students should be able to amend their viewpoint as a response to what they’ve heard from other characters. (L6)
Some students could show sophisticated awareness of the complexities of a difficult and emotive issue. (L7)

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:


	
	David Peters doesn’t appear in the TV show. However, he’s sent a message stating he’s prepared to accept apologies from the bullies, or from adults who should have done more to prevent him being bullied. Plan, then write, a letter to DP, explaining your feelings then and now. 

	Begin the Learning - Starter: 
	10
mins

	Watch clips from ‘Oprah’ or similar shows where personal issues are discussed in front of an audience. (10 mins)

	Continue the Learning - Activities: 

	See note on timing at the start of the lesson plan
	1. As a class, read/reread the poem, ‘The Ballad of David Peters’. (10 mins) 
Divide the class into groups 5 or 6 (no fewer, as 4 isn’t enough for the drama to work well). Give each student a copy of the GCSE Speaking and Listening Assessment Guide sheet (this will also help groups who aren’t doing a GCSE assessment on this task)
2. In their groups, students discuss

a) what they, as individuals, would be prepared to discuss in public.

b) what people in general shouldn’t disclose and discuss in public. (10 mins)

3. Discuss responses to Exercise 1 as a whole group. (5 mins)

4. In their groups, students begin to prepare a show which shows different people’s attitudes to David Peters’ success. The show will need some structure, but there should be space for people’s and attitudes to come out naturally. 

Therefore, students should be instructed the show will need some structure, but shouldn’t have a script. They should also be instructed there will be no swearing or violence. Anger and frustration can be expressed in other ways. 
a) In their groups, each student becomes one of the following characters:

Presenter

Producer (who has the final say about what happens on the show)

The four bullies (Chris/King is just out of prison)

Narrator’s mom

Jake’s mom

Jake’s wife

David Peters’ brother

Two of the bullies’ teachers

Studio security guard (who has previously worked with David Peters)

Fans of David Peters

Any other suitable character the group thinks of

David Peters does not appear. He’s away on tour!

b) Each character makes notes about questions they’s like to ask and comments they’d like to make. Students should be reminded the show isn’t scripted, so they should be prepared to face questions as well. 

c) Each group performs its show in front of the rest of the class.
Note: For groups using this idea for a GCSE Speaking and Listening task, it is essential that students devise their show so each individual gets ample opportunity to satisfy the criteria for their highest possible mark.

	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:


	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support
Reassure students who are less-able or who are shy that they are not being expected to perform to professional standards. Their aim is to imagine they are someone else and show what that person is thinking. 
	Students likely to need extension work 
Let the students make their own decisions, but encourage more-able students to take the role of producer/presenter of the show. Remind these students to ensure everyone gets a fair chance to express their character (especially important for groups using this idea as a GCSE piece).

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: 
	5
mins
	Depending on age group and purpose, review the learning with a focus on how different characters will show different viewpoints on the events described in the poem. 
Assuming this idea isn’t likely to be taken as a single lesson, for both key stages and all purposes, students should be asked to consider 

a) how they can develop their chat show to expand on the range of viewpoints expressed so far. 

b) modify their views in the light of other characters’ attitudes and opinions. 

	Management of Resources 


	
	Drama room is preferable. If unavailable, a classroom can be used, with Drama Room rules applying. 
TV and clips of ‘Oprah’ or similar shows 

Guide sheet for GCSE Speaking and Listening Assessment

Homework sheet

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations


	
	The impact of homophobic bullying on the victims, the bullies and people associated with the the victims and bullies .

	Health and Safety Considerations


	
	As per school policy for safe movement of people and furniture. 
Additionally, ‘Drama Room rules’ should be applie dto this lesson, wherever it takes place. 


