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Lesson Plan – PSHE/CITIZENSHIP
Lesson Title: Blue eye/Brown eye experiment
Key Stage: 3/4





National Curriculum Key Stage and Targets: (1.2a) Exploring different kinds of rights and obligations and how these affect

both individuals and communities. (1.3b) Exploring the diverse national, regional, ethnic and religious cultures,

groups and communities in the UK and the connections between them.
Cross-Curricular Elements: English – speaking and listening, RE – prejudice and discrimination, Drama – role play
Further Learning Opportunities: Report write up of experience from the point of view of a blue-eyed or brown-eyed pupil.
Context: Blue Eye / Brown Eye is an experiment first performed in the USA by Jane Elliot in 1968. The experiment was performed by Elliot on the day after Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated, to demonstrate what prejudice was to her third grade class. This activity enables pupils to experience, first hand, what prejudice is like. Pupils are involved in a classroom “experiment” (or role-play) in which those with blue eyes are treated very differently to those with brown eyes. Pupils should be kept in ignorance of the fact that this activity if ‘pretend’. 
	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Creating a Safe Environment: Establishing the rules
	10 minutes
	Establish classroom rules for discussion activities as democratically as reasonably possible (pupils always respect rules and regulations if they have a part in deciding them). These are negotiable but respectful language; giving people space and time to speak; respecting each other’s confidentiality and the confidentiality of third parties such as friends and relatives must be among them. The rules should be observable to the whole class throughout the lesson.
Try to use positive language e.g. say: “Be respectful” rather than: “Don’t be disrespectful”.

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  

LO: To engage pupils in discussion and debate about prejudice, discrimination and human rights issues.
	
	ALL pupils will take on a role and respond to given instructions
MOST pupils will discuss the effects of being treated in different ways and discriminated against
SOME will explain how prejudice and discrimination effects people. 

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:


	
	Extend: Higher order questioning in discussion questions – link to real life examples of discrimination in their own lives.
Homework: Pupils research the apartheid and create campaign posters against the apartheid.

	Begin the Learning - Starter: 
	
	N/A


	Continue the Learning - Activities: 


	10 mins

10mins

20 mins
5mins

10mins
	1. As the class arrives, explain that you are going to split them into two groups (those with blue eyes and those with brown eyes).

- At this point you may wish to tell the pupils that you are conducting an “experiment” to look at what prejudice is. Or alternatively you may decide to keep them in ignorance of what is happening.

2. Then tell the class that the pupils with blue eyes are superior to the pupils with brown eyes. I.e. brown-eyed pupils are not allowed to play/talk/have freedom/go to the toilet and they are not allowed to socialise with members of the “superior group”. Maintain this as long as you feel is necessary.
3. You may wish to have a ‘neutral’ pupil not involved in the experiment who will record the reactions of the class.
4. Debrief pupils from the activity and, in groups allow pupils time to work through the discussion questions.
5. Feedback their answers in groups and discuss questions

	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:


	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support…

Make sure these pupils are debriefed in full and have easier discussion questions.
	Students likely to need extension work
Give these pupils leadership roles during experiment and pose more challenging questions at the end of the activity.

	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: 
	5 mins
	A discussion based debrief from the activity and option to watch the video of the original experiment:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hqp6GnYqIjQ

	Management of Resources 


	
	Youtube video

Signs

Discussion questions 

	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations


	
	Awareness of discrimination and prejudice and how to deal with this. 


	Health and Safety Considerations


	
	Basic classroom management, 
Debrief pupils in full and make sure they understand completely that it is an experiment.
You could choose to use Gordon Allport’s Scale of prejudice for debrief with students




