LGBT rights in Japan

Being gay and having a gay relationship is legal in Japan. There are no laws against being gay. One can legally change gender but only after surgery has taken place. 
However, same-sex marriage is not legal and there is no legal recognition of same-sex relationships, so gay people can’t adopt together or inherit a house should one partner die. 
There are no explicit religious prohibitions against homosexuality in the traditional religions of Japan: Shintoism, Buddhism, or Confucianism. Sex between men was first criminalized in Japan in 1873, in the early Meiji era, to comply with the newly-introduced beliefs of Western Culture. But this was repealed only seven years later by the Penal Code of 1880. Since then, Japan has had no laws against homosexuality. 
Consensual sex between adults of the same sex is legal, but some areas of Japanage of consent set the  for same-sex sexual activity higher than for opposite-sex sexual activity.

Japanese civil rights laws do not include protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender re-assignment. However, in 1997 the group OCCUR (Japan Association for the Lesbian and Gay Movement) won a court case against a Tokyo government policy that barred gay and lesbian young people from using the "Metropolitan House for Youth." While the court ruling does not seem to have extended to other areas of government sponsored discrimination, the city government of Tokyo has since passed legislation banning discrimination in employment based on sexual identity. Conversion therapy is illegal in Japan.
The major Japanese political parties do not express much public support for LGBT rights issues. In 1994 the then Foreign Minister Koji Kakizawa stated in Shokun! magazine that he was opposed to his party simply calling themselves the Liberals, because it might lead people to believe that they supported gay people. 
While civil rights laws do not extend to protection from discrimination based on sexual orientation, some governments have enacted such laws. The government of Tokyo has passed laws that ban discrimination in employment based on sexual identity.

The major political parties express little public support for gay rights issues. Despite recommendations from the Council for Human Rights Promotion, the Japanese government (called the Diet) has yet to take action on including sexual orientation in the country's civil rights code.

In 2005 Kanako Otsuji, from the Osaka Prefectural Assembly, became the first gay politician to formally come out at the Tokyo Gay Pride Festival.
Both the former ruling Liberal Democrats and Komei pledge to oppose all discrimination that women face, but do not address the issue of sexual orientation. Likewise, the ruling party, the Democratic Party of Japan only offers a broad endorsement of equal opportunity. Yet, even the minor political parties have been reluctant to publicly endorse LGBT rights.[4]
There are lots of accounts of gay relationships in Japanese history dating back to ancient times. There are stories and artworks showing male and female relationships which are key to Japanese culture. 
In recent years, a small number of artists, nearly all male, have begun to speak publicly about their homosexuality. They often appear on various talk shows and other programmes. Dancer and tarento Kaba.chan, tarento Gakuseifuku Sakamoto, comedian Ken Maeda, and twin pop-culture critics Piko and Osugi are among these.

