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Lesson Plan: Geography
Lesson Title: The Faces of Places 
Group:


Teacher:


Date:
National Curriculum Key Stage:  KS4 

Links to Geography KS4 Key concepts : 
1.1 Place: Understanding the physical and human characteristics of real places.
1.7 Cultural understanding and diversity: Appreciating the differences and similarities between people, places, environments and cultures to inform their understanding of societies and economies.
Cross-Curricular Elements: Business Studies, Economics, History, English and ICT
Further Learning Opportunities: (see section ‘Reinforce the Learning’’ below)
	
	Timing
	Teaching and Learning

	Creating a Safe Environment: Establishing the rules
	10 minutes
	Establish classroom rules for discussion activities as democratically as reasonably possible (pupils always respect rules and regulations if they have a part in deciding them). These are negotiable but respectful language; giving people space and time to speak; respecting each other’s confidentiality and the confidentiality of third parties such as friends and relatives must be among them. 

The rules should be observable to the whole class throughout the lesson. 

Avoid negative terminology e.g. Say/write: “Be respectful of others’ views” rather than: “Don’t be disrespectful of others’ views”.

	Focus the Learning - Learning Objectives:  

	
	Level 6: . Pupils use their knowledge and understanding of the geography of the UK and the wider world to describe and begin to analyse physical and human characteristics of places in a range of locations, contexts and scales.
Level 7: Pupils make links in their knowledge and understanding of the geography of the UK and the wider world.
Level 8: Pupils use their knowledge and understanding of the geography of the UK and the wider world to analyse the physical and human characteristics of places.

	Extend / Reinforce the Learning:

Homework:


	
	The task set at the end of the lesson is to conduct a case study of their own, based around a specific location that has a well known identity. In their study they must explore how social and/or environmental factors have contributed to that identity. If this proves too great a challenge, then pupils could write a brief proposal of the case study, which could then be developed in subsequent lessons.

	Begin the Learning - Starter: 

	10mins
	Whole class:

Show image of London (see PowerPoint slide 2) Explain that pupils will be looking at identities of locations e.g. what places are known for. Explain that like humans, locations can have identities too. Take pupils through some of the identifiers for London, and they can add their own. Examine which of these factors are social or environmental factors e.g. double-decker buses: social, always raining: environmental.



	Continue the Learning - Activities: 
Group work
Independent work – Main activity
	20mins
25mins
	After this discussion, and when the pupils have been used to the idea that locations can have identities. Show images of other locations on PowerPoint. Ask pupils what they think each is famous/infamous for. They might work in groups and write down their answers when as you change each slide on the PowerPoint. Do all the locations first, then go back over them for discussion. 

Note: The picture of New York is one pre-9/11 with pictures of the twin towers. It can be interesting to see if learners note this and whether or not they mention 9/11 as a characteristic of New York’s current identity. 

It is also interesting to explore attitudes and perceptions of Afghanistan. How much is known about Afghanistan before the war. Is Afghanistan’s identity now permanently affected by war?

Pupils are now given facts about San Francisco. In pairs they must sort these into cultural (human) and environmental (physical). How you choose to do this is up to you: you could cut up the facts into strips and get children to sort under headings, or ask them to draw up a table in their book and write the facts themselves as they sort. As some of the facts are quite long, you should ask students to shorten each fact when they are writing them by using key words. Also to make their work clearer they could give sub- headings to the facts e.g. SF as a centre of hippie counter-culture might come under the sub heading of cultural history.  The aim of this exercise is to get pupils to sort facts in a systematic way, to edit information and to compare and contrast with a UK location e.g. Students could write a related fact for London e.g. Hippie counter-culture (SF) compared to punk counter-culture (London).


	Supporting / Developing the Learning – Differentiation:

Where appropriate, identify students and the methods of support and extension to be used. Include support staff meeting notes.
	
	Students / Target groups likely to need support…
http://www.aviewoncities.com/sf.htm
Some great images of SF can be found here. Children who need extra literacy support could be supported to use these pictures to create a visual summary of the city.
You could also reduce the number of facts you give them.
	Students likely to need extension work 
Level 2A+

Student can use then their facts once sorted to write 

a) a short letter home as if from someone who is visiting SF for the first time

b) Copy for a brochure advertising SF to holiday makers.

(this would also make interesting extension work for the whole class, should they finish the main activity early)



	Celebrating the Learning - Plenary: Students demonstrate in some way what they have learned. Recognition of progress. Refer back to Learning Objectives.
	10mins

	Students to feedback on how they have sorted the facts of the city.  Whole group class discussion on comparisons and contrasts with London.

	Management of Resources 

Identify which resources are to be used and how.  Include the use of new technology and the use of other supporting adults.
	
	A lot of information on SF can be found here, including population, city attractions, buildings, distance from other cities etc/. (FYI a great site when researching any major city)

http://www.aviewoncities.com/sf.htm
A-Z of SF facts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4R9CbBUoViY
Armistead Maupin’s ‘Tales of the City’ (famous book which defined SF in the late 70’s). You could make links to English here.



	Equal Opportunities & Social / Moral / Cultural considerations

Identify any relevant aspects of the lesson which develop pupil understanding, skills and knowledge in these areas.
	
	Diversity of ethnic cultures in SF. Students could look at census facts of SF. You can of course add or subtract different facts, though obviously for the purposes of Schools OUT Classroom, keeping in the facts about LGBT people would be crucial. This is an example of ‘usualising’. See our website.

	Health and Safety Considerations

Identify the major Health and Safety considerations and what needs to be done to ensure maximum safety.
	
	Usual classroom health and safety considerations apply. 
Some schools have raised issues over the use of YouTube. The link here has been checked and contains no inappropriate language, although 70s pornography is referred to. If the site is inaccessible at school it may be accessed and uploaded from home. Please be aware of your school’s policy on this issue. 


