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Intersectionality Worksheet

Starter

Describe a person
Select 4 people from the following list and write a brief description about them

Teachers will need to find pictures of the following people or use the ones on the Voices and Visibility wallchart.
Jan Morris


Older (age) trans women (gender identity / reassignment)
Chris Smith


HIV+ (disability) gay man (sexual orientation) (sex)
Labi Siffre


Black (race) gay man (sexual orientation) (sex)


Jackie Kay


Black (race) lesbian (sexual orientation) woman (sex)
Waheed Ali


Asian (race) gay man (sexual orientation) (sex)
Nicola Adams


Black (race) bisexual (sexual orientation) woman (sex)
Teachers will need to break pupils into groups of 2 or more for sharing exercise.

Share this description with your partner or group

Teachers should note what has been included in the descriptions and what has been left out – therefore being able to talk about visible and invisible personal identities

Teachers can then talk about these people in brief to talk about each personal identity and how many people have more than one personal identity
Whilst all sexes are covered by equality law it is more usual for women to experience prejudice, discrimination and disadvantage. The same applies for race where Black Asian and Minority Ethnic people experience more discrimination than white. Also for sexual orientation when lgb (lesbian, gay and bisexual) people experience more discrimination than heterosexuals The experience of less discrimination is sometimes called privilege, and that can include there being more positive images of white, heterosexual, non-disabled people on TV etc. 
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Activity 2
Match descriptions and face
Teacher to provide various pictures of people including those in brackets below
Match the following descriptions with faces

Note for teachers the correct answer is in brackets.

An older person who was a gay Jewish Rabbi (Lionel Blue)
A woman who was the first out lesbian to be elected to the Houses of Parliament (Angela Eagle)
A Black lesbian who founded Black Pride (Phyllis Opoku-Gyimah)
Teachers to select or invite spokespeople for the groups

Pupils to talk about who they chose and why

Lionel Blue gives opportunity for teachers to talk about religion as a personal identity
Activity 3
Personal Identities and Challenges people have faced 
Teachers need to introduce this task saying that the challenges people face because of their identity are included in the brief biographies. 

Teachers can use pictures from the wallchart or elsewhere.

What problems did these people face because of their personal identities? How many personal identities does each of these people have?
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Chris Smith

Chris Smith came out as a gay politician and as HIV+ in the 1980s. In the 1980s when HIV was first diagnosed many people were frightened of it. There was a lot of misunderstanding about it including that to have HIV was the same as AIDS which in the 1980s commonly developed in the later stages of someone having HIV. HIV affected gay men more than any other group. Now HIV can be treated effectively and is counted as a disability

Linda Bellos

Linda Bellos is a Black lesbian who became leader of Lambeth Council in London in 1986. In the 1980s it was still unusual for women to make it into positions of public leadership. There was a lot fear about gay and lesbian people in the 1980s which led to the introduction of Section 28 of the 1988 Education Act which banned Local Authorities, such as Lambeth Council, from talking about lesbian and gay relationships in schools. Few Black people have made it into positions of leadership in public organisations even today. 

Activity 4
A personal account

Teachers to choose from writing or online video an account of a person who has more than one personal identity and the way they relate to this for example Erica from New York LGBT Centre. Erica talks about seeing images of successful people who did not relate to who she is and finding difficulty with her identity as a result
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN86-_EFI08
